
OFFTON and WILLISHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of The Annual Parish Meeting held on 21't May 2018 in the Village Hall

Present Cllr S Warnes (Chairman) Cllr A Rumsey
Cllr M Bolton Cllr M Ratcliffe
Cllr I Gilson Cllr A Cox

Cllr K Earl Cllr C Pinson Roxburgh
O Holtom (Clerk) District Cllr A Killett

lnvited Speakers

District Councillor Anne Killett
Offton & Willisham Church Rev Daniel Harrison
Community First Responders Group Mark Holtom
Engagement Officer for MSDC area PC Stefan Henriksen
Neighbourhood Watch for Willisham Chris Storey
Offton Recorder Silke Pinson Roxburgh
Willisham Recorder Diane Hill and Alan Braybrooke
Village HallCommittee Chairman Colin Pinson Roxburgh

Prior to the start of the meeting the Community First Responder Group co-ordinator Mr M Holtom provided
a demonstration for use of a defibrillator.
Public present: one member of the public.

t Apologies for absence
Cllr D Parks, Cllr D Cattermole, County Cllr A Whybrow, PC S Henriksen and D Hill. Rev D Harrison
and C Storey were also absent.

2 Minutes of previous meeting 15u Mav 2017 to be agreed - agreed and signed by chairman
3 Matters arising from 2017 minutes - none
4 Chairman's Annual Report

The Ex-Chairman K Earl started his report by thanking County and District councillors, Parish

councillors and Parish clerk for their work and support they had given him over the past year. The

Ex-Chairman reported our progress with a number of activities and projects such as the
affordable housing project, dealing with speeding problems in our parish, re-allocation of the
defibrillator in Willisham, the effect of new Data Protection Law on council finances, annual litter
picking in Willisham and Offton, etc. The Ex-Chairman praised Janet Crickmore and her team for
their hard work in arranging an excellent Christmas party for the over sixties and Mr & Mrs
Tollemache for their kind donation of wine for this event. The full report is attached.

5 CounW Councillo/s Annual Report. Anne Whybrow - not provided
5 District Councillo/s Annual Report, Anne Killett

District Councillor Anne Killett reported about a new Joint Local Plan, the situation with the
merger of Mid Suffolk and Barbergh districts, new joint in-house maintenance team, boundary
review, finance and capital investment strategy, new Economic and Tourism strategy and

allocation of grants from locality budget. The full report attached.
7 Offton and Willisham Church report - not provided

8 Communitv First Responders Group for Offton. Willisham and Somersham
Community First Responder Group co-ordinator Mr M Holtom reported that there were only two
CFRs acting in the last year. Three volunteers were willing to join the group but neither really
committed. The group usually receives average 1 call for fortnight. Most calls are none-life
threatenine. The Group co-ordinator has now resigned due to re-allocation from the parish and



the group is urgently in need of volunteers from Offton and Willisham.
9 Engagement Officer for Mid Suffolk area report - not provided

10 Neiehbourhood Watch report for Offton and Willisham- not provided
The Neighbourhood Watch representative for Offton, Kelvin Moody has resigned and the position
is currently vacant.

11 Affordable Housing proiect update
Cllr Bolton outlined in his report the developments in regard to this project. The progress is very
slow and it has been very difficult so far to find a suitable location which meets strict
requirements of MSDC planning and highways departments and where a land owner is willing to
sell lanC for such a project. The full report is attached.

72 Clavdon Hieh School Report from the Head teacher Ma6ve Tavlor
Written report was read by the Chairman S Warnes - the report was submitted to us as our
community is in the catchment area for the school. The report outlined the successful results for
the students and the events and activities carried out during the last year. lf anyone would like a
tour of the school, it could be booked into one of the monthly Open Mornings. The full report is

attached.
It was noted to invite a representative from Stowmarket School for the next Annual meeting of
the parish.

13 Village Recorderg Report - Silke Pinson Roxburgh for Offton
The Offton recorder S Pinson Roxburgh reported about events and development in the village.
Village Hall was hosting various events during the year 2OL7: bowls, Gardening and Canasta Clubs,
Cabaret, painting classes, a Barn dance, coffee mornings, ballroom dance lessons, Dance Keep fit
and other. Several raising funds events were organised for the Offton church. After 3 years of
fundraising, a new bell was installed in the church. She concluded her report with a thank you to
the Parish Council for their support. The fult report is attached.
Village Recorders Report -Diane Hill and Alan Bravbrooke for Willisham
Written report from D Hill was read by A Braybrooke - Many events were held in the village this
year such as: a garden open day in April, coffee mornings at Foxgloves to raise funds for the
Willisham church, the annual walk in May, Christian Aid week in June and a Christmas Miscellany
at the church in December. Congratulations to our villager Paul Hill who has recently won a
European Championship in rifle shooting! The full report is attached. D Hil! has resigned from her
position earlier this year.

A new Willisham recorder A Braybrooke introduces himself in his report and asked the fellow
residents to support him with information about any significant happenings in Willisham. The full
report is attached.
It was noted that the Limeburners pit in Offton is a rare historic site and its history may need to
be researched more.

14 Villaee Hall Annual Report from the Charman Colin Pinson Roxburqh
The Charman Colin Pinson Roxburgh reported that the hall usage is steadily increasing with a mix
of private hirings and events organised by the committee. The committee ls grateful to all
volunteers for their help in modification of the hall, landscaping and ground maintenance. He
concluded his report with a thank you to the Parish Council for their financial support and to the
committee members for their dedication and enormous amount of work. The full report is
attached.

15 Parishioners' questiqlE - none
The meetins concluded at 8:50om



Chairman's Report for the Annual Offton & Willisham Parish Meeting on 2lst
May 2018.

I would like to thank Mike Ratcliff for taking up the position of an Offton
councillor with a special interest to represent the residents of the Wallow Lane

residential park, he was elected at our Iast Annual Parish Council Meeting on

27th April 2OLT.Thanks to all Parish Counciltor's, Anne Wybrow our Suffolk

County Councillor and Anne Killett our District Councillor for their support
throughout the year. Thank you to Councillors lvan Gilson and Alison Rumsey

for supplying tea and coffee prior to our Council meetings. I must also thank
Olga Holtom our CIerk, who does an excellent job for me and the Parish

Council making sure things run smoothly. I am sorry she will be leaving us later
in the year having given us 5 years outstanding service and wish her all the
best in the future. I would like to thank our representatives to the various

organisations they attend on behalf of the Parish Council, and in particular

Councillor Sheona Warnes who has been appointed Vice Chairman of our local

SALC area meetings.

The Parish Council strives to ensure that fully democratic decisions are taken

that are truly representative of the two Parishes. There were Seven Parish

Council meetings last year, one of which was an extraordinary meeting to
discuss the planning application for The Old Chapel House. We also held the

Annual Parish Meeting. Public attendance varies according to the items on the

Agenda. We have had several planning applications come in for our comments

and as usual our views are not always supported by MSDC. Highway repair is

another difficult matter to get action on as I am sure you have seen in the local

press it is affecting everyone. On a better note we do seem to making progress

on the Wallow Lane junction to the effect of a 40mph buffer zone, prior to the

30mph zone but there is likely to be some discussion where this will start on

the 81078. My thanks to all concerned with this.

Further to my report of last year I am pleased to advise we have now

purchased the redundant BT telephone box in Willisham. We have relocated

the defibrillator from Willisham Hall which villagers considered was "a bit out

of the w?y", into it, and the Parish Council will now maintain the old telephone

box.



Last year my wife and I were very honoured to represent the Parish Council at

the Queen's Garden Party in May. lt was a lovely day and we met some very

interesting people but unfortunately not the Queen.

Your Parish Council has agreed to participate in the World War L celebrations
'The Battle's Over" on the LLth November z1L}when we will light the beacon

at 7pm. There will also be an exhibition of Offton & Willisham men lost in the
war, a Poppy display together with art and photographic exhibits in the village
hall with afternoon tea. This will be followed by burgers/hotdogs cooked by

Martin & Bev Hockley and a bar when the beacon is lit. My thanks to Silkie

Pinson-Roxburgh and the village hall management team for their assistance

with this event.

The new Data Protection Law which comes into force late May is giving us all a
hard time, and with the cost of compliance was one of the reasons we had to
increase our precept this year. I am pleased to say we generally have a

Councillor at the Coffee Mornings here in the village each month and would
encourage villagers to attend.

The sub committee for the Affordable Housing Project have had several

meetings this year and I will ask Councillor Mike Bolton to make a separate

report about this under ltem 9 a.

I would like to thank Diane Hill for her work as Willisham village recorder over
the years and welcome Alan Braybrook who agreed to take up the position in
January and hope he finds it a fulfilling and interesting role.

Again this year we held a very successful Christmas Party for the Senior Citizens

of the two villages in the Village Hall and my thanks to Janet Crickmore and her
band of helpers for organising it. Mr & Mrs Tollemache have kindly donated
the wine for many years and I was sorry to hear of Mr Tollemache's death in
March, my condolences to Mrs Tollemache and the family.

Anne Killett and some villagers from Offton carried out a litter pick along the
channel and collected a variety of discarded items and other rubbish. I again

did the annual litter pick in Willisham with village volunteers and Councillor's,

14 bags of rubbish were collected and we finished at the Limeburners pub



Iunch time for a liquid refreshment and were joined by our district councillor
Anne Killett.

I have been Chairman for the last 6 years and now have pleasure in handing

over the Chair to Councillor Sheona Warnes who is making history by being the
first lady Chair to Offton & Willisham Parish Council, she has my support and

the unanimous support of the Councillors, I wish her well in her new role.

Keith Earl. Chairman, Offton & Willisham Parish Council.



District Councillor Report to Offton and Willisham Parish Meeting 21st May 2018

o planning

Work is still underway in the preparation of a new Joint Local Plan. The first round of public

consultation generated over 1000 responses. lt is important to have a new plan in place so that the
District can be deemed to have a five year land supply, however we are seeking clarity on the issue

that the housing number targets would be Joint' in a joint plan, yet the Councils remain separate
and sovereign - we could be responsible for meeting the Joint' target but not have authority to
achieve this. The next draft is expected for consultation in the summer. A Community lnfrastructure
Levy Expenditure Policy has been agreed and a first round of bidding is due in May 2018.

. Is the merger with Babergh still likely?

Mid Suffolk and Babergh District Council proposed a merger and this was approved by both councils
subject to a detailed business case showing that the merger would be beneficial in terms of finance
and service delivery. Two weeks ago, Colin Noble (Leader of SCC) appointed consultants to consider
alternative local government structures for Suffolk including disbanding all District and Borough

Councils within the county and setting up unitary authorities (or a single county-wide unitary). This

has caused the proposal to join MSDC with BDC to be called into question. However, District Council

Leaders across Suffolk have asked Colin Noble to halt the work of the consultants to allow a

collaborative review involving all district councils, the police authority and the health sector as well
as the county council. Colin Noble has refused to do so and there appears to be a stalemate
situation. lt is therefore almost certain that there will be no merger before the May 2019 District
Council elections.

o Housing

A new joint in-house maintenance team (BMBS) has been formed to oversee all the repairs and

improvements to the council housing stock. lt is hoped that this will eventually create savings for
both councils and an improved level of service for tenants.

o BoundaryReview

The Boundary Commission are currently reviewing the ward boundaries within the district and there
will be a reduction in the number of councillors for the election in 2019. The final round of
consultation ended on 30 April and it looks likely that our ward will be divided three ways, with,
Offton and Willisham and Barking being with Ringshall and Bricett.

r Finance and Organisation

Core funding from the Government has decreased again and will reduce to zero by 2019/20, so

there has been another O.5o/o increase in Council Tax to create a balanced budget for next financial
year. The Council has moved its offices to Endeavour House in lpswich and is making claims that this
will save f 5.8M over the next 10 years. However this figure is for both Mid Suffolk and Babergh

District Councils so is actually only approximately f2.9M and that's for both capital and running

costs. And it isn't saving we will see. lf the councils hadn't moved to lpswi'ch, they would have

retained only one office as a head office so the true "saving" is even less. And had the two councils

moved into a single office in either district there would also have been some considerable savings

made.

A Capital lnvestment strategy to create 'profit for purpose' is now underway, borrowing at low

interest to invest in property or projects to provide an income to support council provided services.



ANNUAT PARISH MEETING - 21MAY 2018

AFFORDABLE HOUSING PROJECT UPDATE

Firstly, for the benefit of any parishioners here tonight who did not come last year, I would
like to state again why the affordable housing (AH) project is taking place. A need for some
AH was identified in a Local Housing Needs Survey undertaken in March 2014 on our behalf
by Community Action Suffolk. Their report showed that 87.5% of respondents were in
favour of an AH scheme for people with a local connection to the two villages. All
parishioners' homes andvariaus groups in Offton and Willisharn were circulated with forms
to complete which drew a response of 33% returned completed (a similar return rate to a

General lection l). Everyone in the two villages had a chance to state their views, and the
Parish Council is acting on theirwishes. lf we can get a suitable site accepted through the
planning process, we are hoping that Hastoes, our preferred AH provider, will build
approximately six small chalet bungalow type units which will be for the exclusive use of
people with local connections to Offton or Willisham, for ever. lt will come nowhere near
meeting the need of all people that have been identified by MSDC housing officers as having
a local connection, but such a Rural Exception Site will never do that. This is not to be
confused with the government's push for thousands of affordable houses across the
country. That is an entirely different type of scheme.

The process is proving to be very 'long winded', and it has been very difficult so far to find a
suitable location which meets the strict requirements of MSDC planning and highways
departments, and where a land owner is willing to sell land for such a project. Severalsites
in the two villages have been discussed but without success. However, very recently three
land owners have come forward who may be willing to sell land for an affordable housing
project, although all may need some open market houses included to make a project viable,
but this is upto MSDC and Hastoes to determine whether any of the proposed sites are
suitable and cost effective. I am not in a position to state where these sites are until MSDC,

Hastoes and the relevant land owners have made their feelings known as the discussions
are mainly between those land owners and the two authorities mentioned. The parish

council acts in a facilitating and coordinating capacity, but has no authority to approve or
reject any such proposal. We will be consultees with an option to present a view, as indeed
will all parishioners if and when a planning application is made.

ln the meantime, we continue to promote this important project on behalf of parishioners,
and are quietly hopefulthat by this time next year, we will have seen positive progress, and

maybe building work in progress.

Any questions?



CLAYDON

PARISH COUNCIL REPORT

MARGH 2A18

On 1st June2017, Claydon High School, East Bergholt High Schooland Hadleigh High Schooljoined
together to form a multi-academy trust - The South Suffolk Learning Trust. The Trust (led by an
experienced board of local trustees) intends to grow and support the leaming of Suffolk youngsters
aged between 3 and 19 and add positively to improving life chances of Suffolk children through
effective collaboration. ln February 2018, Mrs Sarah Skinner was appointed Chief Executive Officer
of the trust and she, along with Headteachers Ma6ve Taylor, Colin Turner and Caroline Gibson, are
delighted to be continuing to work togetherto share best practice and enabling an even wider number
of children to reach their full potentia!.

Last summer saw Claydon High School's first cohort of Year 11 students receiving results for the new
style of GCSE exams. These exams were designed to be more challenging and I am pleased to report
that of our 120 students, 63% achieved a grade 4-9 in both Maths and one of their English GCSEs;
the grade 4 is equivalent to grade C in other subjects. 260/o of our students achieved passes at grade
C or 4 in their EBacc suite, which includes a Language and Humanities subject. We had many strong
performances in individual subjects including from some students who had faced significant
challenges during their GCSE studies. Students should all be very proud of what they have achieved,
in terms of both academic success and the contribution they have made to school life over the past
five years.

We regularly invite authors, poets and speakers to the school to give presentations and hold
workshops for different year groups. On Friday 13th October, children's author Stewart Ross visited
the school to talk to Years 7 and 8 about his writing as he launches his latest book'The Salvation
Project', the exciting finale to 'The Soterion Mission'. With over 250 published titles to his credit,
Stewart Ross is one of Britain's most popular and versatile writers. Students were given the
opportunity to meet the author in person and purchase a copy of his latest book. As an experienced
speaker, Stewart engaged very well with his young audience and it was lovely to see so many
enthused and interested faces and lots of questions being asked!

Our annual WOW Week took place at the end of Ocfober. This involved three days of specially
designed activities for each year group. Year 7 camped at Mersea Outdoor Centre, taking part in
various team-building activities such as orienteering and rocket building. Years &10 participated in
a 'festival based' enterprise challenge, focused on creating an entrepreneurial spirit, developing
leadership skills and accelerating employability skills. Year 11 students visited Trinity Park for the
Suffolk Skills Show and spent time in school and visiting sixth forms and colleges, looking at career
choices and employability skills. Students were very open minded and listened carefully to a wide
variety of speakers and participated actively in sessions to increase their knowledge of post 16 and
post 18 options.

ln October, we interviewed students for positions in our Student Leadership Team and subsequently
appointed a Head and Deputy Head Boy and Girl. This was a very tough process and a hard decision
as the quality of applicants and their well-prepared presentations was so high. These students have
been leading our fantastic team of prefects and everyone has been making a real positive contribution
to the school as well as developing their leadership and communication skills.

Following on from WOW week, in December, Year 11 students took part in a 'Learning about Work
Day'. Employers from local businesses came into school to act as business mentors and to work with
small groups of students for the day, looking at CV and application form writing, conducting mock



interviews and teaching them about employer expectations when applying for jobs. With only a few
weeks to go, Year 11 cpntinue to prepare for their exams and last half-term 100 students travelled to
the Outdoor Centre in East Mersea, Essexto take part in an intense GCSE Bootcamp. This overnight
event was a chance for Year 11 students to get together to learn vital revision strategies to take away
with them as well as taking part in structured Maths and English revision within a classroom setting
and enjoying some outdoor challenges.

We have had a very musical year so far with families, friends, governors, teachers and students
enjoying a fantastic Christmas concert on 12n December, where our talented musicians and poets
gave stunning performances to a packed audience at the Church of St Mary and St Peter, Barham. lt
was a very festive evening, interspersed with traditional carols and an opportunity to warm up with
some hot winter punch and mince pies. On Sth February a group of students were joined by a fantastic
band from Guildford called 'Kissed and Crowned' and a team from l.E.M. (lndustry Education in Music)
to take part in a Rock Band Workshop and concert. Students from across all year groups split into
groups to form eight separate 'bands' and spent the day composing original pop music from scratch.
With a very tight deadline, this was a huge challenge but our talented students worked extremely
hard, using advice and guidance from the professionals to come up with some impressive and original
material that was performed at a concert on the very same evening. All our students have worked
fantastically hard to give amazing performances.

On 1Sth March, a group of Year 8 students took part in the BBC's annual School Report Day. This is
the 10h year the school has been participating in this event and students spent the day planning,
researching and interviewing staff and students, before writing articles which are featured on a
dedicated online news website. Every single article was produced from scratch and to aZpm deadline,
which was a tough challenge. Allstudents showed great commitment and dedication, impressing staff
with their enthusiasm for developing their media literacy skills and producing their own stories about
subjects that matter to them.

During the month of March we had two trips to universities. A group of Year 9 students visited
Cambridge University to tour their Gonville and Caius Colleges, meet staff and students and join them
for lunch, before heading out to the Cambridge Arts Theatre in the afternoon to watch their production
of 'The Jungle Book'. Year 11 French students visited the University of Reading for a GCSE French
Student Conference run by P|XL. The interactive and motivational revision conference was designed
to encourage and support students to be 'exam ready', equipping them with a range of strategies and
techniques which will maximize their exam performance and achievement in allfour language skills.

The PE department has had a successful year with some great sporting achievements in cross-
country, netball, football and athletics. Year '11 GCSE students had the opportunity to demonstrate
leadership skills when they ran a successful Year 6 Sports Morning for over 100 students from our
feeder primary schools. A range of activities were on offer, including table tennis, badminton and
frtness and rowing challenges. We look forward to our annual Fun Run, Sports Day and our'Sports
Personality of the Year' awards evening in July.

ln other areas of the school - Year 11 Business Studies students visited Colchester Zoo. GCSE
Geography students travelled to Felixstowe to investigate the role of hard engineering in protecting
our coastline. KS3 students took part in a Readathon Challenge. Year 10 and 11 GCSE Art students
visited the Tate Modem in London. Year 9 and 10 English students put their nerves aside and took
part in the ESU Debating Competition and Youth Speaks 2018: a competition run by the Rotary Club
to encourage students to put their ideas out there and speak in front of an audience. Drama students
had a visit from the New Wolsey Theatre, with their touring production of 'Who to Follow', aimed at
tackling students' perceptions around the issue of drugs and a visit from Conservatoire East from
West Suffolk College, who came and delivered a workshop about Shakespeare and then performed
a shortened version of the play Twelfth Night. A Maths team took part in the regional finals of the UK
Team Maths Challenge at Framlingham College and our Science department held a week long
timetable of activities and events to commemorate British Science Week.



Students have been fundraising for charities close to their heart throughout the year and have so far
delivered cheques to: Macmillan Gancer Support; Suffolk Young Carers; and The Chapman Centre
in lpswich, who supportthe homeless and also received 33 hand-madefestive'themed hampersfilled
with food and essentials donated from home by students and staff.

We look forward to welcoming Year 6 students to the school in the summer term to take part in
transition events designed to prepare them for when they start with us in September.

We still have lots to look forward to before the end of this academic year, including a London theatre
trip, community tea pafi, Battlefields trip, spelling bee and GCSE Art Exhibition. As I write this,
rehearsals are also underway for our forthcoming production of 'Madagasca/ on Wednesday 27h and
Thursday 28fr June; staff and students are very excited so please do come and watch!

I would like to take this opportunity to thank students, staff, governors and the PTA for their continued
hard work and to parents/carers for their ongoing support. lf anyone would like a tour of the school,
please feelfree to book into one of our monthly Open Mornings - I wouid be delighted to meet you.

tuft3tr
Ma6ve Taylor
Headteacher



Offton Village Recorderrs Report for the year 2Ot7

After many years of lying derelict the barn on the main road near the Limeburners, which housed

chickens for egg-layinB purposes, has been converted into a family home. The owner had tried to
obtain planning permission on several occasions without success. At long last the planning

authorities have allowed the building to be changed to domestic use, provided it kept its outside
appearance. The conversion has certainly changed the site for the better. The building has been

cladded with Cedar wood and has narrow but tallwindows on the roadside with a long balcony on
the south western side. The house now has 5 bedrooms, all with en-suites. The renovations have
been done sensitively and the house looks very appealing. And the village has gained a young family
who will enjoy the country living.

Local government elections were held in May and as our County Councillor Julia Truelove (LibDem)

was retiring, a new Conservative candidate won the vote. lt was Anne Whybrow from Ringshall.

Anne Killett, who lives in Offton and is representing the Green Party, is still our district councillor.

During the summer Parish Councillors and local residents were invited to Wattisham station for a

demonstration of the Apache helicopters and an explanation of their role and services. This was an

informative and enlightening evening.

A subcommittee of the parish council are still looking into affordable housing sites in Offton,

Village Hall events were again very popular and raised much needed funds for the upkeep of the
hall. A Cabaret evening with Gina Silburn, a Barn dance, and Flicks in the Sticks very much

contributed to the income. But it is especially pleasing that the hall is used regularly by the locals:

there are painting classes, ballroom dance lessons, Canasta Club, Dance Keep fit and coffee
mornings. Private hiring, which include daytime use by the local councils, are also increasing.

lmprovements to the hall included decorating the interior walls, for which the probation seruice was

employed, and the bar room has now been furnished with cupboards for storage space.

The Parochial Church Council raised their money needed for the upkeep of the Church by providing

an excellent village fete in the churchyard and by organising a Fun quiz. An evening in the church

with John Minns, who invited all his friends and locals, was another good source of income, as well

as being great fun with music and reminiscences of village life in years gone by.

The bellringers have been able to add a new bell to the tower. They achieved this in just under 3

years of fundraising (over f11,400 raised so far, when f L3,500 is needed). The new bell replaces the
very oldest bell which had been cast in about 1470. This bell had lost its tonal quality. The new bell

was cast in October 2017 by Taylor's Bellfoundry in Loughborough and installed in the belltower in

March 2018 by Brian Whiting and a fellow bellringer, who is an experienced bell hanger. The

inscription on the bell reads:' Funded by the bellringers & parishioners of Offton'. lt is nice to know

that the old bell has not been destroyed. lt is still in the tower and will be fitted with an electro-
magnetic hammer, so it can still be used for tolling.

Throughout the year the villagers have had to suffer several road closures in and around our villages.

Some were still due to Vodafone work, but nowadays it appears that even the smallest roadworks

need to have a total road closure which mean long diversion through our narrow country lanes.

Towards lpswich the power cables coming from the offshore wind farms are affecting localtraffic. A

wide strip of land has been cut through the county going across fields and where the construction

traffic crosses the roads speed restriction have been imposed. So many roads in Suffolk are affected

by this. Around here it is at Bramford, Claydon, and Little Blakenham.



ln order to meet government targets lots of housing estates are springing up all around, again

affecting the roads. Needham Market, Bramford, Whatfield, Great Blakenham all have large estates

added to their parishes.

During the year I was approached by someone via the parish council website. He was offering trade

tokens, which he had purchased, and as they were inscribed with "G. Goodhew, Offton Court" he

thought the village m'rght be interested. However he was asking f5o for 2 tokens, and I considered

this too much money. Trade tokens were given to workers or sub-contractors in lieu of money and

could be cashed in at the end of their job. G. Goodhew was the owner of Court Farm in 1921, but
was not resident. His farm manager was running the farm here. ln general trade tokens are still quite

common, and one of our residents found an Offton token several years ago during some field work.

As in previous years I commend the Link magazine for keeping all residents informed about local

events and tradesmen.

Again I also wish to thank the parish council for their support. The financial gift has been used

towards printing costs for a document with photographs of every gravestone in the churchyard and,

where possible, further information about the persons buried there. This is still in the production

stage, but will soon be deposited in the church for the perusal of any visitors.

Silke Pinson-Roxburgh

Village Recorder for Offton



Willisham recorder report 20L7

January

O&W parish council meeting
Proposed diversion of Willisham Public footpath #12
The proposed diversion was supported by councillors

Ofton Willisham and Somersham communiw first responders
A second medical kit was acquired for the group with funding from Cllr Julia Truelove, Cllr D
Cattermole and Eventricity Ltd.

March
Sadly Yvonne Barber (1956-2}fi) died suddenly on March 2nd. She and husband John had been
residents in Willisham for the past 25 years. Yvonne's MS had become more restrictive over the
years but did not define her. She was as active as it was possible to be and attended local events
from coffee morning and quizzes to carpet bowls. She will be sadly missed.

April
O&W parish council meeting
A possibility of adopting the redundant telephone box in Willisham as it could be used to relocate
the defibrillator.

It was reported that horses from the Essex and Suffolk Hunt were riding on the Willisham footpaths
during the recent hunt.

There was a garden open day at 2 High View Cottage on the 9th April on behalf of the National
Garden Scheme. A glorious sunny day in spring and about 160 people tumed up raising f 1600 for
Macmillan nurses.

May
Coffee moming at Foxgloves raising f385 for St Mary's on the 6th.

Annual Willisham Walk led by Richard Cage and Richard Last on the 13ft raised f,175 for church
funds.

June

Christian Aid week raised f226 in Willisham

Neil King 1211136 - t6.6.17
The village has lost a lovely friend and neighbour and a keen wit. Neil found humour in life, even

during the latter stages of his illness. Those who knew him share Ann's loss and our thoughts are

with her



September
Did you know Willisham has a European Champion? Paul Hill from Derrick Hill, has recently won
this accolade after competing in the F Class (long distance) rifle shooting competition at the
National Rifle Association headquarters at Bisley beating over a 100 competitors from all over
Europe Paul shot at 800, 900 and 1000 yards in a 3 day event. Congratulations Paul, and good luck
retaining your title in2018.

November
Christmas coffee morning on 25th

December
A Christmas Miscellany at the church, songs, music and dramatic readings.

We say a fond farewell to long time of resident of Willisham Lodge, Al Wilson, who is retuming to
the United States after 30 years. Al was quite a character and we will all miss him at the village get

together and church events.
We welcome the new owners of Willisham Lodge Jim and SarahAliaj and their two children. Jim
has founded "Ipswich Timber Frame" building company of Ipswich and20 years ago was a refugee
from Kosovo. Sarah is from neighbouring Albania.



New Recorder for Willisham

Annual Parish Meeting 2018

This is just a quick 'hello' from the new Recorder for Willisham - Alan
Braybrooke. I took over from Diane Hill earlier this year.

I live in North Acres with my wife Karen and our children Tom, Isaac, Ella
and Freddie. We moved to Willisham in 20t4.

The Suffolk Local History Council administers a Local Recorders Scheme
throughout Suffolk. The role of a Recorder is to ensure the survival of
valuable material for future local historians by:

. Seeing that the present is adequately recorded at local level, and

. Being on the look-out for items of historical interest which might be

overlooked or lost for ever.

Bearing this in mind, I ask my fellow residents to let me know of
significant happenings in Willisham, especially the changes going on
around them, and also to share any photos, documents, etc of Willisham
in the past and present.

I can be contacted by email or telephone on the details below:

0t473 658462 or



Village hall chairman's report May 2018

The hall usage is on the increase steadily as more people come and visit they see what we
have to offer and like what they see.

There are some regular hirings from small clubs and also the District Council use the Hall
quite often.
We have had the main hall and reception lobby redecorated this year to ensure the appearance
does not get shabby.
Outside needs a little bit of attention and that will be attended to soon.
As usual we have plans to make some more modifications to keep standards up.
There is always something to be done, as the committee's aim is to not stand still and to keep
progressing.
The new bar will soon be finished as we have been offered wood to form the bar tops from
Ian Dixon.
We were lucky enough to receive a grant from Kew and Grow-wild of wild flower seed to
form to wildlife grass areas on the Hall site.
Rodney Holder has already voluntarily prepared the areas for us so we can get on with the
seeding.
It is hoped that we will get a mix of young and old involved in the sowing.

I give my thanks to all those people who do give time cutting grass and hedges at the
appropriate times.
If you would like to be a helper in any way please make contact with me or a committee
member.
I thank the people who tum up and assist with the running of the many events we hold to
raise the revenue need to finance the Hall.
We the committee thank the Parish Council for their continued support.
My last thanks go to the committee members who put in an enormous amount of work and
time to maintain the high standard we set ourselves.

Chairman

Colin Pinson - Roxburgh


